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THE remains of the two Epistles of Clement of Rome to the Corinthians, 


preserved in the unique copy at the end of the Coder Alerandrinus, in the 
British. Museum, have long been considered by biblical scholars as worthy of 
especial notice. From the testimonies of Eusebius, Epiphanius, and other eccle- 
siastical writers, it is known that these Epistles were not only held in great 
esteem by the early Christians, but were accustomed to be publicly read in the 
churches; while from the Apostolic Canons it would appear that they were even 
reckoned among the Canonical Books. In the opinion of Bishop Beveridge, 
indeed, the latter statement receives some confirmation from the fact of their 
being found annexed to the books of the New Testament in so ancient and 
authentic a manuscript as the Codex Alerandrinus. ^ After many centuries of 
oblivion, these Epistles were first brought to light by Patrick Young (better 
known by the Latin name of Patricius Junius), Keeper of the Royal Library, 
who in 1633 published them at Oxford; and they have subsequently been often 
reprinted, particularly by Henry Wotton, in 1718, who professes to have restored 
the text *a Junio parum recte descriptum," and by Dr. Jacobson, in 1838, 
who again collated the original text. 

The fragile state of the vellum leaves containing these Epistles, the 
damage done to them by the injudicious use of galls, and the unavoidable - 
effects of time, which since the edition of Junius has left its traces on the 
manuscript, have all combined to render it very desirable to secure so interest- 


ing a relic of the earliest Christian antiquity from the risk of further injury 


296621 


——————— —Ó— ——— — - —— 0 MÀ 0o 


lv 


or of future accident. With this view, therefore, the "Trustees of the British 
Museum, in compliance with a Memorial presented to them by the Professors 
of Divinity and others of the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, have caused 
& limited number of photographic copies to be executed of these Epistles, by 
Mr. Roger Fenton; and have thus, it is hoped, given effect to the opinion of 
the Memorialists, that by so doing, **a very great boon would be conferred on 
Scholars and Divines." 

In the Coder Alerandrinus these Epistles occupy eleven leaves of the 
fourth volume, and are numbered ífrom fol. 159 recto to fol. 169 verso, where 


the manuscript ends imperfect. 


F. MADDEN. 


BRiTisSH MUSEUM, 
October, 18650. 
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